II4     EFFICIENT MARKETING FOR AGRICULTURE
rials. Yet raw materials for the most part are all that farmers produce. Processing converts them into finished commodities for which the consumer demand alone exists.
SUMMARY
1.  Processing is the service which changes raw materials into the finished goods desired by consumers.    Consumers do not want raw materials.    Hence either farmers or middlemen must process farm products.    Because   farmers do not make flour, can fruit, slaughter live stock, make shoes, and all of the other finished articles which consumers desire, it is necessary to have middlemen do the work of processing.
2.  The cost of processing varies greatly.   These differences are due largely to the local conditions surrounding processing plants and to the relative efficiencies of their managements and laboring forces.    For some middlemen expenses are very high; for others of greater efficiency expenses are comparatively small.
3.  By having raw materials processed relatively near producing regions instead of near consuming sections great savings are effected in the costs of handling, transporting and storing.    For example, condensed milk takes less space in freight cars and in storage warehouses than the whole milk takes from which it was made.   Similarly dried milk powder takes still less space. Thus freight and storage expense is reduced.
4.   Processing frequently increases the value of raw materials by separating them into their several parts.   Thus cotton lint (fiber)  and cottonseed are worth less per pound when sold before separation than they are when sold separately.   As a rule, people will pay more for a commodity when they are able to secure exactly the kind and amount desired than'when other material must be taken as a condition of obtaining that which is really wanted.    For this reason processing (ginning) cotton enhances its value.    Similarly processing increases the value of many farm products.
5.   Many highly perishable products may be grown economically only during certain seasons of short duration.   If consumers are to have commodities of this sort the year round and if farmers are to produce them in sufficient quantity to provide an all-year supply, means must be employed to conserve this perishable surplus until it is used.   Processing accomplishes this purpose in the form of condensing, canning, preserving, dehydrating, drying, smoking, pickling, and in the many other phases of converting raw materials into finished products.
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